Willow Newsletter

Spring 2026

Dear Parents,
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Welcome back after what we hope was a wonderful Christmas break for you all. We are so happy with how children‘
settled in during our first term and were super proud of all the children in our Christmas performance.

This first half terms topic is Superheroes, where our focus story is Juniper Jupiter, by Lizzy Stewart. We will be
exploring many other areas of learning through this text, as well as learning about Chinese New Year and Safer

Internet Day.

The second half term we will be learning about Traditional Tales with a big focus on Communication and Literacy
skills. Our focus text will be Little Red, by Bethan Woollvin as well as various other popular traditional tales and tales
from around the world. Our long-term plan can be found on our website.

During this term we will be encouraging children to complete their phonics tasks at home and will be updating
Evidence Me more with some follow up activities to try at home for Maths and other areas of learning.

This terms learning

Personal, Social & Emotional Development

We continue to focus on lots of PSED in class such
as following school routines and boundaries and

learning to take turns and share. We have listened

to lots of stories about being kind and we
encourage children to use kind words and actions
in their lives. This term through 1 Decision we will
have more PHSE lessons around keeping safe and
healthy.

Phonics

Following December assessments children are
now accessing different phonics groups. It is
really important you look in your child’s book bag
often for new reading materials and log on to
Oxford Owl to complete phonics tasks set by their
teachers.

Maths

Some more challenging concepts will be
introduced this term and children will start to
record their maths more. Again Evidence Me will
be used to share this learning and give ideas
how to work on these skills at home. Children
can still benefit from singing number rhymes at
home too.

Understanding the World

Children will continue to learn about Winter and
animals that live in colder climates. They will be
learning about some influencial historic people of
the pastin history.
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Key Information

Attendance & Punctuality- it is really important
that your child is in school and on time.

If your child is going to be late or absent please
inform the school office.

Every Tuesday- Miss Butler is available after
school to discuss progress and any concerns.

PE- PE days will be on Monday and Friday.
Labelled kits should be left in school and will be
sent home to be washed at half term.

Labels- Please ensure all children’s uniform and
belongings are clearly labelled.

Daily Essentials- children should bring a suitable
coat, a water bottle and their book bag every day.

Evidence Me- it is really beneficial if families
interact with your child’s online learning journal.

We will send home significant learning
experiences and ideas for next steps. It is also
very helpful if families send in experiences from
home to support communication and language in
school.




Key Dates

Safer Internet Day

Half term

Luna New Year

DOD

my mind

This terms My Happy Mind will focus
on Appreciate.

Children will be learning:

*How to develop an Attitude of
Gratitude

*How to be grateful for others,
experiences and ourselves.

*How giving and receiving gratitude
makes us feel.

In Willow class we use Class Dojo support positive
behaviour. Children are enjoying receiving points
for things such as participation, being kind and
respectful, good teamwork and learninf at home.
At the end of each week children with lots of points

Oxford Owl Home Reading

This link will direct you
to children’s online
books and phonics
homework.

Hungry Little Minds

This is a NHS backed
initiative with ideas for
giving children the best
startin life. There are lots
of tips for suppoting
communication,
interactions and routines.

Topmarks Maths Games

Although we do no
promote lengthy periods
using screens and
electronic devices. This
site does provide some
maths games that can be
played for short periods.

can receive prizes.

At Kings Lander Primary Academy, Reception is where young learners take their very first

steps into school life. It is a nurturing time focused on building strong foundations in
communication, early reading and maths, confidence, and friendships. Through play,
care, and encouragement, children grow in curiosity and self-belief—creating the
foundations they need to flourish now and in the future.



