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YEAR ONE CLASS NEWSLETTER

Spring Term: 6th January - 27th March 2026

Welcome: Welcome back, and a very happy Spring Term to you all. It has been a real pleasure welcoming the
children back into school and seeing how settled, enthusiastic and ready to learn they have been since returning
from the holidays.

As your child’s new teacher, | am really enjoying getting to know the children and am very much looking forward to
working closely with them throughout the term. We have a busy and exciting Spring Term ahead, with lots of
opportunities for the children to learn, explore and grow in confidence and independence.

Your support at home makes such a difference to your child’s learning and wellbeing. Please feel free to speak to
me if you have any questions, concerns or would simply like some advice — | am always happy to help. Rest assured
that your child’s happiness and progress are always our priority.

Maths: This term, we will be developing a strong understanding of position and place value, focusing on numbers
to 20. We will then move on to addition and subtraction within 20, using practical equipment and pictures to help
the children understand their learning more deeply. Alongside our daily Maths lessons, the children complete a
short arithmetic activity each morning during registration.

We will continue to support the children with correct number formation, and there may be some small activities
sent home to help reinforce this. In our afternoon Maths Mastery sessions, children will regularly practise key
number facts using hands-on resources, including rekenreks, to build confidence and enjoyment in Maths.

English/Phonics: At the start of the term, our English learning will be inspired by the beautifully illustrated book
Hermelin. The children will enjoy exploring the story through drama, discussion and group activities before writing
their own detective stories. This will help them practise sequencing events, describing characters and using simple
story language. After half term, we will share the much-loved story Where the Wild Things Are. Children will explore
emotions and imagination before writing their own return stories, focusing on clear beginnings and endings.

Phonics lessons take place three times each week. During these sessions, children learn new sounds, revisit
familiar ones and practise reading words containing the sounds they know. Each week, your child will bring home
a phonetically decodable book that they have already read several times in school. Regular reading at home is
extremely important, and we encourage you to listen to your child read and talk about the book together.

Science: This term, our Science topics are Everyday Materials and Animal Groups. Children will explore different
materials, learning about their properties and why they are used for particular purposes. They will also enjoy sorting
and classifying materials through practical investigations.

When learning about animals, children will identify and group animals such as mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians and fish. They will explore what makes each group special and how animals can be similar or
different.

Spanish: The children will continue to enjoy learning Spanish through songs, games and interactive activities. This
term, they will learn the names of family members, classroom objects and how to take part in simple
conversations, helping them build confidence in speaking and listening.
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Physical Education: Year 1 children will take part in two PE sessions each week. Please send your child’s PE bag,
containing both kits, into school every Monday; these will be sent home each Friday. Please ensure all items are
clearly labelled.

Computing: This half term, the children will be learning about commands and instructions through practical,
hands-on activities and games. They will explore what commands are and why instructions need to be in the
correct order. Children will practise giving and following instructions, spotting mistakes and fixing them using
logical thinking. These skills support early programming and problem-solving and are valuable across many
areas of learning.

Music: In Music, the children will be exploring pulse, rhythm and pitch through listening, singing, moving and
playing instruments. They will clap and create rhythms, explore high and low sounds and play simple tunes using
a small number of notes.

The unit will end with a class performance of Round and Round, where children will sing and play together and
reflect on how it feels to perform in front of an audience.

Design Technology: This term, our Design and Technology focus is Textiles. The children will design and make
their own hand puppets, learning about different fabrics and practising simple cutting and joining techniques. This
is always a favourite topic and encourages creativity as well as fine motor skills.

Art: In Art, children will be working with painting and mixed media. They will experiment with colour mixing and
explore different materials and techniques to create textured and expressive artwork.

Personal, Social, Health Education: This term we the pleasure of having King’s Adventure for our PSHE lessons.

My Happy Mind: Through My Happy Mind, children will continue to develop their emotional awareness,
resilience and understanding of relationships, supporting their overall wellbeing.

Homework: Reading at home remains hugely important. Phonics books will be changed weekly and should be
read more than once to build fluency and confidence. Reading to your child is just as valuable, as it helps them
develop a love of stories and an understanding of pace and expression.

Homework will be set every Friday. This will usually be maths-based but may sometimes link to other areas of
learning. Homework can be handed in on any day but should be returned by the following Friday.

Other Information, Key Events, Dates, Trips, Drop-in Etc: This term we will be holding our ever popular Come
Die With Me Event. More details of date and timings will be sent out closer to the time. As part of our phonics
learning, children will take part in a mock phonics test on Monday 2nd February 2026. This will help them become
familiar with the format of the check and allow us to identify any areas where additional support may be needed,
ensuring children feel confident and well prepared.

As always, please feel free to come and speak to me if you have any questions or would like to discuss anything. |
am available after school on Mondays until 4.00pm or you can arrange an alternative appointment through the
school office if this is more convenient. Thank you for your continued support — | am very much looking forward to
a happy and successful Spring Term together.

Class Teacher: Miss Durnin




