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KING'S LANDER

PRIMARY ACADEMY

CHESTNUT CLASS NEWSLETTER

Spring Term: 6" January - 27" March 2026

Welcome back and Happy New Year! | hope you enjoyed the festive period with friends and families. I’m excited
for the term ahead after such a successful and positive first term of Year 2. The children have settled back nicely,
enjoying an incredibly successful trip to Chester Zoo already! As always, if you would ever like a chat, then my
drop-in sessionis 3:15pm - 4:00pm on Monday. Thanks, Mr. Istead

Maths

We will kickstart the Spring Term by looking at Mass. We will be looking at how to accurately use scales -
measuring objects using Grams and Kilograms. Moving on from this we will then learn to read and estimate
temperature using Degrees Celsius. Our final topic in workbook 2A will involve pictograms. The children will be
introduced to the idea of a pictograms and how to interpret and read the data used in them. Towards the back end
of the term, we be looking at money. Recapping the ability to recognise all the UK coins and notes. The children
will be practising counting amounts, before studying how to exchange coins of the same amounts. The final part
of the topic will involve us calculating change and comparing amounts. We will then look to move onto 2D and 3D
shapes. You can support your child’s maths learning through simple, everyday activities. When you are out and
about, encourage them to spot 2D and 3D shapes in buildings, signs or packaging. In shops, letting children count
coins or check change helps develop confidence with money. Baking together is a great way to explore mass by
weighing ingredients, and you can talk about temperature by looking at the weather or oven settings in degrees
Celsius. Alongside our Maths lessons we also continue to complete a daily “Fluent in Five” or "Flashback Four”
activity during the first part of the day. This involves four or five calculations that recap previous topics we have
covered earlier in the year, mainly arithmetic based. The topics we recap include place value,
addition/subtraction, multiplication/division and length.

Writing and Reading

Our English work in Spring 1 will be based around a book called “The Bog Baby” by Jeanne Willis. We will be
finishing this by writing our very own, finding narrative text, in which the children discover their very own unusual
creature. On our way to our final writing task, children will be practicing key aspects of spelling, grammar and
punctuation to improve their writing. In Spring 2 we will be reading “Grandad’s Island” by Benji Davies. In this
sequence of work the children will be working to write their very own information text based on an animal of
choice. We will continue to practise and improving our handwriting and a variety of spelling, punctuation and
grammar. We will be learning how to join ideas in sentences, use apostrophes for missing letters and to show
possession, and add commas in a list. We will also be recognising the difference between past and present tense
and using expanded noun phrases to add detail and description. The structure of reading lessons will be slightly
different this term. Some children will still be in their usual Phonics lessons and there will be no change to their
reading lessons. For those who have assessed off the Phonics programme (grey books and beyond), they will now
be taught by myself for reading lessons. In these lessons we will begin the Accelerated Reader (AR) programme
(the children continue this all the way up to Y6) as well as delivering some reciprocal reading lessons, focusing on
building reading fluency and developing a wide range of vocabulary as well as key comprehension skills. We will
also complete a spellings lesson in each of these lessons. Spellings are sent home on a Friday to practise the
words that are upcoming in next weeks learning. They are also posted on Google Classroom if you child loses their
paper copy. The children require their Chromebooks for quizzing during AR lessons and therefore it is
essential it comes into school every day with a good amount of charge. Their reading folder should have their
reading record, AR journal and AR book inside. | will send out some more information about AR. If you would like
to discuss any of these things, catch me at drop-in.

Science

This term in Science, we are enjoying learning all about living things. The children are becoming scientists as they
carefully observe plants, animals, and everyday objects to decide what is alive, what is dead and what has never
been alive. We are talking about signs of life such as moving, growing, and needing food, water, and air. The
children are also learning how to care for living things and keep them healthy. Over the term, the class will take
partin hands-on investigations, sorting activities and outdoor learning to support their understanding of these

ideas.
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Humanities

In History the children will be learning about injustice and discrimination by looking at a divided South Africa
during the Apartheid Era of the late 20" century. The children will explore the life of Rosa Parks. We will look at
how one action can lead to change and the people involved with anti-apartheid movement such as Nelson
Mandela. The children will understand how everybody should be treated with equal respect. In Geography. the
focus this term will be based around travelling. We will be discussing and writing about how we can travel, as well
as how we can stay safe whilst traveling locally and far away. We will also look at travelling to the seaside and the
of use maps, atlases and case studies to highlight a range of real-life examples. Building on this learning, the
children will analyse the weather in our world. The children will also revisit the continents and oceans. The
children will be able to recognise how we have different climates in certain parts of the world; some areas tend to
be cold, dry, hot or wet etc and the potential challenges this can bring. Next term in RE, we will be exploring how
people show their faith and feel a special connection to God. The children will learn to identify clues in stories that
show why some people are seen as special and understand the qualities that make them important to their
communities. We will also explore what prophets do, how they share messages from God, and why people follow
their teachings. Through stories, discussion, and reflection, the children will practise asking thoughtful questions,
sharing their ideas, and showing respect for different beliefs.

Spanish
In Spanish, children are learning to name animals and musical instruments, practise simple words and songs and
build confidence listening, speaking, and recognising new vocabulary in class.

Physical Education

PE days remain a Tuesday and a Thursday with the focus being on fundamental skills and target games. Please
send their King’s Lander PE bags with the correct kit each Monday. A reminder that they should have the Kings
Lander branded polo shirt, black shorts as well as pumps and trainers. We will not be sending kits home every
Friday anymore to make logistics easier. If they are set home to wash, please return bag in their PE bag on the

following Monday. Please make sure that all kit is clearly labelled with your child’s name.

Computing
The children will be using their Chromebooks in these lessons. Our initial focus will be on internet safety and us-
ing technology to find information.

Music
Children learn “I Wanna Play in a Band”, a fun rock song for singing, playing, improvising, and composing. They
will also listen to and appraise classic rock songs, working together as an ensemble.

Design Technology & Art

In Art, children are exploring colour mixing, painting, collage, and texture, experimenting with different tools and
materials to develop creativity and artistic skills. In Design and Technology, children are learning about levers,
linkages, and pivots as they design and make a moving monster, exploring how mechanisms create movement
and evaluating their final designs.

Personal, Social, Health Education (King’s Adventure)

King’s Adventure is our leadership programme, helping pupils develop confidence, strong values, and practical
leadership skills. Through challenges and guided activities, children gain real experience making decisions, sup-
porting others, and leading with kindness, preparing them for life beyond primary school.

My Happy Mind

In My Happy Mind, we are enjoying the “Celebrate” module. We are learning to notice our own achievements and
the strengths in our friends. Children are encouraged to feel proud of their efforts, celebrate successes, and learn
from mistakes. Through stories, chats, and fun activities, we practise spotting character strengths, appreciating
what we can do, and setting small goals to help us grow confidence and feel good about ourselves.

Homework
TTRS/Numbots, consistent reading at home, weekly spellings and end of term paper homeworks.

Other Information
Our ever popular Come Dine Withy Me Event will take place this term on Tuesday 215t April. More information will
be available nearer the time.
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