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KING'S LANDER

PRIMARY ACADEMY

MAPLE CLASS NEWSLETTER

Spring Term: 6" January - 27" March 2026

Welcome back to school and a belated Happy New Year! The children appear to have settled back well and
look ready to get back to work. Let's hope that we continue with the good attendance that we showed last
term. We are really going to try to get a gold star for 100% dass attendance for a whole week |

We again have a number of exdting activities scheduled for this term. In March we will be going on a trip
to the Catalyst Museum in Widnes. More details will be available when a separate letter goes out closer to
the time. Our annual Year 3 Come Dine with me event is also planned for this term. This is always a
highly popular event. Again, further details will be given closer to the time. We will also be having chess
lessons every Friday. They began on the first week back and the children really en joyed themselves and are
looking Yorward to learning all about the game. This will be an excellent opportunity to help them improve
their problem-solving skills.

Maths:

We will continue to Follow the Maths No Problem scheme this term. We are currently focussing on
‘Measures” induding Mass and Volume. We will then focus on Money and Time. As usual we will be sup-
plementing our maths with Times Table Rockstars and Numbots. Playing these games regularly really helps
the children to learn the basic number facts that they need to grasp. We will also be having weekly men-
tal arithmetic fests.

English:

Th%, stimulus for lots of our English work this term will be "Fox” by Margaret Hughes and “The Rhythm
of the Rain” by Grahame Baker-Smith. We will be writing a Fable and a persuasive text before half
term and a setting narrative and an information leaflet after the holidays. We will be focusing on key
aspects of spellmg, grammar and punctuation in order to improve our writing. This will include mgular
spe[['mg lessons using “Readg, Steadg, SpeLL This will include a Weeklg spe[['mg test, with the speHLngs to
learn sent home on a FrLdag, for a test the j:oLLowLng FrtdagA The children will continue to choose read‘mg
books using the Accelerated Reading Scheme. We will continue to take regular online reading assessments to
give the children an up to date ZPD. Please don't be worried if your child's ZPD occasionally drops as this
can happen on a. one-off test. Please make sure that your child continues to read regularly at home as |
would hope that the children would quiz at least once a fortnight.

Science:

Our new Science topics for this term are “Light” and "Rocks”. During our Light topic, we will answer
questions such as: "How do mirrors work?” and "What is a shadow?” Our topic on "Rocks” will include
leam'mg about different types of rocks and their properties as well as how theg are formed.

Opening Worlds:

Our History topic this half term is "The Indus Valley” and our topic after half term is called "Persia
and Greece”. We will be continuing to learn about different ancient cvilisations and looking for similari-
ties and differences between them. I Geography our topics will be “Settlements” and “Agriculture” and in
RE our first topic will be called “Living with Hindu Traditions” where we will look at Hinduism today af-
ter learning so much Hindu beliefs last term. After the half term holiday we will be leaving Hinduism
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behind and our new topic will be called “The Hebrew Bible — Abraham, lsaac and Jacob”. The children
spotted plenty of links between the different lessons last term and they will hopefully notice even more as
the year progresses, as the three schemes have been specifically written to complement each other and
therefore consolidate the children’s understanding in all three sub jects.

Spanish:

I Spanish, we will continue with owr topic on vegetables before moving on to a similar topic about fruit.

Physical Education:

We have now finished with swimming until year L. The children all made excellent progress and | was
amazed with their improvement. Our PE days are Monday and Wednesday. Please make sure that your
child's correct PE kit is in school. We are currently doing gymnastics, which will be indoors, but after
half term we will move on to Netball. You might then need to indude an extra layer for warmth. Please
remember that earrings should not be worn for PE.

Computing:

I computing we will be learning all about emails.

Music:
This term we will be lmn'mg how to ptag the Ukulele in our music lessons with the help of a specLaLLst
teacher.

Design Technology:

This term, we will be making model castles using nets.

Art:

We will be exploring prehistoric art this term. This will include reflecting on the purpose of cave art
paintings as well as introducing a sense of proportion whilst attempting to draw animals in the style of a
cave paLntlng.

Personal, Social, Health Education:
Our PSHE lessons will continue to be covered dwmg K‘mg's Adventure. This is a new initiative that was
introduced this year and is led bg a specLaLLst from the Trust.

My Happy Mind.:

We will now move on the “Celebrate” Module where we will be look'mg at owr character strengths.

Homework:

Spellings will now go home to learn for a weekly test on Fridays. The children should also have taken
home a Skills Builder Challenge homework sheet before the holiday. This includes a number of homework
activities for the children to carry out over the term. The children are still expected to read regularly at
home as well as use Times Table Rockstars and Numbots every week.

Other Information, ch Events, Dates, Trlps, Drop—i.n Etc:
Come Dine With Me — March 19"

Catalyst Museum trip — March L

Class Teacher: Mr Halsall
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