2y

S,

™ o™
KING'S LANDER

PRIMARY ACADEMY

ELDER CLASS NEWSLETTER

Autumn Term: 6th January - 27th March 2026

Welcome: Happy New Year and welcome back to the Spring Term! The children have
settled back into class after the Christmas break and are already working hard.

Maths: Children will be solving word problems that involve multiple steps and a range of
operations. We will begin by developing skills in reading and interpreting graphs and timeta-
bles, before moving on to work with fractions, decimals, and percentages. A key focus
throughout will be reinforcing multiplication and core arithmetic skills, as these are essential
for success across all areas of Maths. We encourage children to use Times Tables Rockstars
on their Chromebooks regularly to practise multiplication tables at home, as these support
many areas of learning in Maths.

English: This term, we will be focusing on a range of writing tasks, including a cliffhanger
narrative, a character narrative, a letter and a formal report. Our class texts will be The
Hound of the Baskervilles, through which children will explore the gripping investigation of a
legendary and fearsome hound, using the story to inspire their reading, discussion and writ-
ing, and later in the term our text will be The Promise.

Science: Children will begin by learning about Forces, exploring friction, air resistance,
water resistance, gravity and simple machines through hands-on investigations. They will
test different materials and observe how forces affect movement. Later in the term, we will
study Living Things and Their Habitats, learning about life cycles and how plants and animals
grow and reproduce. Children will develop their scientific skills by observing, comparing and
carrying out simple investigations.

Opening Worlds: In Geography, we begin this term by exploring migrations, looking at why
people move, where they move to and the factors that influence migration. Children will
study migration patterns and consider how movement of people has shaped societies and
cultures. In History, we will be learning about the Vikings, with a focus on the Lady of the
Mercians, exploring her role and leadership during this period. In RE, we will be learning
about Christianity and exploring living Christian traditions and how faith is practised in
everyday life.

Spanish: The children will be learning about Viking life as well as developing their
understanding of different habitats and the plants and animals that live within them.

Physical Education: Every Wednesday afternoon, children will take part in swimming
lessons. Please ensure that your child brings all essential swimming equipment with them on
this day.

Computing: The children will be using their Chromebooks regularly to support their
learning, so it is extremely important that they bring them into school fully charged every day.
We will also have weekly computing lessons, including learning how the Mars Rover collects
and sends data back to Earth using binary code, and how search engines work to help find
accurate information online.
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Music: We will continue with ukulele lessons every Thursday afternoon. If your child has
their own ukulele, they are welcome to bring it to school on that day.

Design Technology: children will be focusing on cooking and nutrition through developing
arecipe. They will learn how to prepare a simple Bolognese recipe and adapt it to improve its
nutritional content. By the end of the unit, pupils will be able to describe the process of beef
production, research a traditional recipe and make changes to it, choose ingredients to add
nutritional value, and prepare and cook their own version of a Bolognese sauce.

Art: This term, children will focus on creating portraits that express personality and
character. They will experiment with materials, composition and techniques to make their
drawings and prints interesting. Children will create self-portraits representing themselves
and reflect on their work, using art vocabulary to discuss and refine their outcomes.

Personal, Social, Health Education: This term in PSHE, children have explored being
responsible and looking out for others, sharing their own ideas alongside adults’ views. They
have also discussed feelings and emotions, including anger and considered perspectives
from both children and adults. In addition, they have learned about computer safety and
image sharing, reflecting on the views of themselves and adults.

My Happy Mind: We are thrilled to continue the My Happy Mind programme this year.
Through weekly assemblies and lessons, the children are talking about gratitude and
appreciation. The children will continue using the techniques they've learned to manage their
emotions and express their feelings effectively.

King’s Adventure: Every Tuesday during the first lesson of the morning, pupils take partin
our King’s Adventure session with Mr Mansfield. This core curriculum programme focuses on
leadership development, helping pupils prepare for the transition to secondary school.
Through these sessions, children build confidence, develop strong values and gain
meaningful experience as young leaders.

Homework:
Reading - it is hugely important that your child reads and/or journals every night for a
minimum of ten minutes.

Spelling/grammar - a weekly spelling/grammar sheet will be sent home to consolidate
learning from the classroom.

Maths - your child will have challenges to complete on Times Tables Rock Stars, alongside a
weekly worksheet to reinforce their learning.

Other Information, Key Events, Dates, Trips, Drop-in Etc:

We are excited to inform you that we will be visiting the World Museum on 3rd March. The
museum visit will give the children a wonderful opportunity to explore historical artefacts and
exhibitions, bringing our lessons to life. We will also be hosting our ever popular ‘Come Dine
With Me’ event ON Thursday 5™ February 2026. A letter about this will go out nearer the time.
As always, if you have any questions or would like to discuss anything further, | am available
after school on Mondays until 4.00pm. [f this time is not convenient, please contact the
office to arrange an appointment at a more suitable time. | am always happy to help.

Class Teacher: Mrs Shin
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